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Utilities & Solar
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SOLAR MARKET OVERVIEW



Market Growth



Market Segments



PRICING UPDATE



Utility-Scale PV Pricing



Distributed PV System Pricing



Sources of Cost

Utility-Scale Fixed – $1.80/W Residential Rooftop - $3.29/W



UTILITY APPROACHES



Comparison of 
Utility-Scale vs Distributed

Source - DOE - Results from the DOE-CPUC High Penetration Solar Forum



Utilities Proactively Responding to 
Customer Demand for Rooftop Solar
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Shifting U.S. Utility Role
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Example Opportunities



Creating a (Utility) Solar 
Strategic Plan
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What current activities are under way, and where do they fit in this horizon?



• Wright Hennepin formed WH Solar, LLC
• Phase I: Offering community solar
• Phase II: Offering rooftop or pedestal solar to 

commercial, institutional and farm consumers
• Phase III: Offering residential rooftop solar

Minnesota Cooperative 
Example

$0 down financing options 
& long-term rate 

guarantees



Key Take Aways

• Solar is growing fast and getting cheaper

• Distributed generation can create challenges 
under the current utility paradigm

• Both incremental and revolutionary approaches 
are underway to shift the way utilities approach 
their business



Mapping the Way to Utility 2.0

www.SEPA51.org
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